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was glossed over by the King with such extraordinary stubborness.
The aristocracy of Bavaria was outraged. The proud Prussian,
Count Bernstorff, tersely expressed the feelings animating them:
'I will never, under any circumstances, agree to recognize this
low person of evil repute as an equal, nor to treat her as such,
in consequence of an act which constitutes the most abominable
abuse of royal power/ l

It was rumoured that Lola Montez would now be presented at
Court, but there was no word of truth in this. The Queen declared
that in such an event she would simply stay away. She had never
agreed to the bestowal of rank or Order on the dancer. Despite
her love for her husband and her forgiving nature, she always
preserved her dignity in public. It was generally accepted that
the elevation and naturalization were in any case illegal as they
had been bestowed upon a Maria von Porris and Montez, as
stated in the Gazette for the Kingdom of Bavaria dated
gth September, 1847, but this name was an assumed one and
consequently illegal.

The King remained on at Aschaffenburg whilst the dancer
returned to Munich. Her next efforts were directed towards
influencing the King to compel the Ministers and members of the
aristocracy to call on her. The appointment to high official posts
hinged on the question whether or no the candidates would be
prepared to do this.

Police reports on the general feeling were unfavourable. The
students of the Catholic associations spread the wildest rumours;
painful expressions were heard from the pulpit and even the
attitude of the executive forces was doubtful. The police are
inactive/ reported Staatsrat von Maurer, 'and with the exception
of their Director and Lieutenant of Gendarmerie, Baur von
Breitenfeld, not a soul appers to have any good will. On the
contrary, they are all against Lola Montez, but the feeling is
inspired from above/ 2

Various important state affairs necessitated another Session
of the Landtag. The elections for it practically turned on the
question of Lola Montez. All who had stayed at Bruckenau or
had any connection whatever with the newly fledged Countess
were ruled out, whilst the elections in both Chambers gave proof
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